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NEWS FROM THE ADDO ELEPHANT NATIONAL PARK, South Africa 
August/September 2006
About this newsletter

This is a general newsletter – sent out on a monthly basis - about the latest happenings and developments in the Addo Elephant National Park. Please see contact details at the end for further enquiries. 
MINISTER OPENS NEW ACCESS ROAD AT ADDO ELEPHANT NATIONAL PARK’S 75TH YEAR CELEBRATIONS

New areas for conservation and new opportunities for the communities living adjacent to the Addo Elephant National Park were opened up on the 15th of September 2006 by Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk with the official opening of the new southern access road in the Park.

Speaking from the 75th Year Celebrations of the Addo Elephant National Park (AENP) in the Eastern Cape, the Minister announced the opening of the new road linking the new gate at the AENP’s Camp Matyholweni, near the town of Colchester on the N2, to the existing tourist roads in the Park.

 “The construction of this new access road was made possible by a R33 million poverty relief grant by the Department of Environmental Affairs & Tourism,” said Minister Van Schalkwyk.  “Employment created through this construction directly benefited previously unemployed local community members and the community of Colchester will continue to benefit from this development with the influx of tourists through this southern access road.”

The opening of the new road signifies yet another achievement in the expansion and development of the Addo Elephant National Park. “Through new land incorporated into the Park, it has grown to one of the most biologically diverse protected areas in the country,” said Dr. David Mabunda, Chief Executive of South African National Parks (SANParks).

“Today we celebrate 75 years of success in the three core pillars of SANParks: conservation, tourism and people & conservation,” added Mabunda. “The Addo Elephant National Park has been transformed from an area proclaimed for the conservation of a single species to one conserving the unique biodiversity of the Eastern Cape, while providing real benefits for local communities and stakeholders.”

The Addo Elephant National Park stretches from the karoo near Somerset East to the coastal areas between Sundays River Mouth and Bushman’s River Mouth. In addition, the Park includes the Bird and St. Croix Islands in Algoa Bay, incorporating a vital marine component.

Five of South Africa’s seven biomes - or major vegetation types with associated animal species – are conserved within the Park, creating a myriad of habitats for wildlife, landscapes and experiences.

“From proclamation in 1931, the Park has grown from just over 2,000 hectares to 164 000 hectares today,” said Park Manager, Lucius Moolman. Moolman added that the Park had shown tremendous growth in tourism, attracting over 140 000 visitors annually and acting as a tourism hub for the region.

Plans for the future include an expansion goal of 236 000 hectares of terrestrial conservation area, with a proposed associated 120 000 hectare Marine Protected Area (MPA) in Algoa Bay. Plans for the proposed MPA will first be subjected to a rigorous public participation process to ensure concerns of local communities and stakeholders are taken into account.

Once expansion is complete, Addo Elephant National Park will be the third largest of South Africa’s National Parks with an unequalled offering of biodiversity and experiences.

JOINT RESCUE EFFORT FOR OILED PENGUINS

Forty-six oiled African penguins were rescued from Addo Elephant National Park’s Bird Island in a joint rescue effort on Friday 1st of September.

Park rangers stationed on Bird Island first noticed the oiled penguins on Wednesday, 30th of August, and began the rescue process.

It is not clear where the oil spill that is affecting these penguins is situated, as no ships have been registered as run aground.

At least two oiled African penguins were also found on the beaches of Cape St. Francis.

The South African National Defense Force volunteered to provide free helicopter transport for the oiled birds from Bird Island to Port Elizabeth airport, where a temporary rehabilitation area was set up.

Volunteers from Bayworld and PENRESC (Penguin Rehabilitation, Eastern & Southern Cape Coast) will applied preliminary rehabilitation aid to the oiled penguins in this temporary rehabilitation area and then boxed the birds for transport, before the birds were flown to Cape Town for further care.

South African Airways Cargo provided free air transport for the penguins to SANCOB in Cape Town, where the birds will undergo the full rehabilitation process before they are released back to sea.

Judging from previous, similar rescue and release efforts, these African penguins will take about five to six days to swim the distance back to their Bird Island home.

A further nine penguins were rescued from St. Croix island on Sunday 3rd of September.

EDEN TO ADDO MEGAHIKE

On Sunday 27th August, 47 weary hikers stumbled into Pietersenskraal in Kabouga section of the Park at the end of the 400 km Addo to Eden Megahike. 12 of the hikers completed the whole route, while the other 30 joined at various stages. 
The aim of the hike was to raise awareness about conservation and the possibility of individuals creating conservation corridors with private land. A 66-year old woman as well as a woman who has had two hip replacements completed the hike, which started in Knysna on the 11th of August.

The Eden to Addo Corridor Initiative (a Section 21 NGO) is a civil society conservation initiative that aims to create an effective pattern of habitats stretching from Wilderness Lakes in the Eden District to Addo Elephant National Park in the Eastern Cape, ensuring ecological connectivity for species, communities and ecological processes.
NEW PARK MANAGER ANNOUNCED

A new Park Manager for Addo Elephant National Park has been announced. Mr. Norman Johnson – who is currently Park Manager of Karoo National Park – will be taking up his new post at Addo on the first of October 2006. 
Lucius Moolman will remain Regional Manager for the Frontier Cluster of national parks, which includes Addo Elephant, Karoo, Mountain Zebra and Camdeboo National Parks.

News from South African National Parks….

Elephant Science Round Table Reach Consensus

Thirteen of the world's leading elephant scientists reached agreement on the 23rd of August 2006 on a series of guidelines that they suggest could inform Government policy for elephant management in South Africa.

The Science Round Table met for a second time at the invitation of the Minister of Environmental Affairs & Tourism, Marthinus van Schalkwyk. 

At the first Science Round Table held in January, the scientists agreed that there was no compelling evidence to suggest the need for immediate, large-scale reduction of elephant numbers in the Kruger National Park. However, elephant density, distribution and population structure might need to be managed in some protected areas, including the Kruger National Park, to meet biodiversity and other objectives.  
 
On the 23rd of August, they told the Minister that:

1. African elephants are an important component of South Africa's biological diversity, both as a species in their own right, and as agents of change in the ecosystem. 
 
2. Elephants in confined populations can, in the absence of interventions, cause changes to the composition, structure and functioning of ecosystems in which they occur. 

3. Excluding extinctions, elephant-induced changes to the ecosystem are potentially reversible.  

4. The management of elephant influence on ecosystems takes place within the context of human society and its objectives.

5. Decisions on managing elephants are dependent on stated land use objectives, the techniques by which this can be practically achieved being situation-specific. 

6. Elephants have a high level of social organisation and consciousness. 

7. The state of knowledge regarding some important aspects of elephant management requires further research.  

While recognising that the Minister has to make policy decisions based on the best available scientific knowledge at the time, the scientists proposed the establishment of a multi-disciplinary, multi-stakeholder research advisory platform to oversee a 20 year research programme. 

The programme would use the "adaptive management approach" (learning by doing) to ensure that the consequences of all management interventions are carefully monitored.  This would ensure that the short, medium and long term consequence of each are properly understood. 

The Minister told the scientists that the concept of adaptive management would form a key pillar of the Draft Norms & Standards that would be published for public comment in the next few months.

"This will be a broad philosophical framework that provides guidance on the implementation of the National Environmental Management Act and the Biodiversity Act as they apply to elephants.  It will spell out a range of options for managing population densities where this is necessary. 

Every proposed intervention will have to be motivated by the local managers in a Management Plan that is subjected to a process of local public consultation."
Adaptive management techniques allowed for bold initiatives to test various management options and gain valuable insights into the most appropriate long term implications taking into account values, ecology, economic, technical and broader policy considerations.

Minister Van Schalkwyk invited the scientists to develop a comprehensive research proposal and suggested that the initiative should be driven by the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI).


The members of the panel agreed that the "research platform" should consist of six programmes:

1. Assessment of all current data.

2. Experimentation to establish the likely trajectory of elephant numbers, the relationship between elephant density and a range of ecological consequences in various ecosystems, and the consequences of various management options.

3. Predictive modelling that would help predict the outcome of given actions.

4. Social, political and economic research to explore stakeholder perceptions and attitudes, costs and benefits of various options and international considerations.

5. Capacity building, including human and technical resources. 

6. Adaptive management or orchestration of a close interface between the practical day to day management of elephants in parks and the scientific research programmes.

SANBI Director, Professor Brian Huntley, who facilitated the round table discussion, said the panel would prepare a draft proposal for circulation within two to three months to the "elephant fraternity", including scientists, managers of parks, institutions and non governmental bodies.

Going to the Dogs
This week the Namaqualand Communal Farmers Anatolian Dog Livestock Guarding Project gets off to a tail-wagging start as the first group of dogs is handed over to their new owners. The project is run with the support of SANParks after a successful pilot project.

This project aims to make communal farmers in the area around Namaqua National Park aware of an alternative way of farming in areas populated with predators. In the past, many farmers reacted to the presence of predators by killing them. This project shows that the hunting and killing any of the predators (especially caracal and jackal) is not necessary for successful livestock farming. The project has the added benefit of helping to minimize stock loss at the same time. 

The dogs used in the project are specifically bred to protect flocks of stock against predators as well as other forms of danger. The dog will not leave the flock unattended and will chase predators away. The dogs see themselves as members of the flock and will have been born and raised amongst stock in a kraal. 

By establishing a successful group of dog owners, those involved in the project hope to expand and include other communal farmers in this project. Many communal farmers are unaware that there are resources and programmes such as this one that will assist their struggles to make a living off the land while protecting biodiversity and the environment. 

Projects such as this give these farmers the all important insight into the role and function predators play in the environment, which helps them to see the bigger environmental picture. 

The project receives funding from the Development Bank of Southern Africa. SANParks’ role is to report on the project, manage the costs incurred by the dogs, dog food and veterinary bills, and to distribute dogs, food and information amongst new owners. SANParks' also conduct regular monitoring visits in conjunction with Kameelkrans Communal Farmers Association This association helps to identify new owners, monitor owners and dogs and give practical training to new owners. When necessary, they also assist in disciplining owners. 

There is a definite interest in this project from the community, due to the existing success of the previous, pilot project.

Grassland Congress Pulls Researchers Together

Grasslands are the ecosystem most affected by biodiversity loss in southern Africa, but only a tiny fraction are formally conserved and they are under a major threat from climate change. With this in mind, it is encouraging that the 41st annual congress of the Grassland Society of South Africa (GSSA) was well attended and that there was a lively vibe among the participants.
The congress was held from 17-20 July, 2006 in Bela-Bela, and was complemented by two special sessions on invasive plant management and long-tem ecological monitoring being run in parallel with the congress.

Several of Kruger’s top scientific staff attended the meeting, and gave presentations on a variety of issues. SANParks and the South African Environmental Observation Network (Saeon) helped organise the special session on long-term monitoring. 

Dr Harry Biggs, head of systems ecology research in Kruger, was positive about the future of long-term ecological observation in South Africa, saying that it was clear that the concept is gaining momentum, although there are always times when people wish to shut down observation stations. He was also positive about the subject of the keynote address, which talked about the benefits of heterogeneity, or patchiness in the landscape, and how it relates to agriculture and wildlife. 

Dr Biggs says that the concept of heterogeneity is a strong undercurrent in Kruger’s management, and has been for a decade now, and that it was good to see the keynote address setting this tone for the GSSA congress.

Kruger’s northern plains and plant-animal interaction expert, Dr Rina Grant, is a member of the council of the Grassland Society. She says that for her one of the highlights of the meeting was how it integrated people from all aspects of grassland research ranging from farmers to wildlife managers to administrators to conservationists.

According to Dr Dave Balfour, manager of the Ndlovu node of Saeon located at Phalaborwa, the congress also provided Saeon with the opportunity to meet with many of the grassland scientists to discuss the establishment of a grassland node which will monitor long-term environmental variables in a grassland setting. He echoed Dr Biggs’ sentiments regarding the growing recognition of the importance of long-term scientific monitoring, and that the establishment of Saeon has proved to be timeous in helping consolidate the issues involved in long-term observations.

The invasive plant management symposium, organised in collaboration with the Weed Science Society, also brought many role players together. Alien plants are recognised as a major threat to grasslands around the country. Kruger’s programme manager for invasive species, Llewellyn Foxcroft, commented that the mingling of the weed scientists and the grassland scientists served to get new people excited about the battle with alien plants.

Altogether, about 200 people registered for the congress, and those attending report that most of the presentations were so interesting that more time was spent listening to the presentations than in discussions with colleagues, as sometimes occurs at conferences.

This article is made available with the kind permission of the Kruger Park Times 

DID YOU KNOW?

( You can help purchase a webcam for Addo Elephant National Park by making a donation online at www.sanparks.org 

( You can have your say or simply read what others have to say on our website forums. Visit www.sanparks.org/forums 

( You can check availability of accommodation in any of the 20 South African National Parks by clicking on the link below, then choosing the park and rest camp you wish to investigate: www.sanparks.org/tourism/availability/default.php
The information is updated once a day at 08h00. This will save you time when making your booking. To book, email reservations@sanparks.org or Tel: +27 (0)12 4289111.
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Megan Bradfield

Tel:  +27 (0)42 233 0556

Email: addoenquiries@sanparks.org
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email to the above address.

Learn more about your natural and cultural heritage at www.addoelephantpark.com and www.sanparks.org
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