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Table Mountain National Park

The Environmental, Social and Economic Contribution of the Park

Summary of Graduate School of Business Report (2006)

Introduction

Table Mountain National Park (TMNP) was established eight years ago and today 80% of the designated nature area comprising the Cape Peninsula Protected Natural Environment forms part of the Park with a surrounding 1000km2 Marine Protected Area. The Park is an important national asset, international tourist destination and local recreation resource. The TMNP protects a core area of the Cape Floral Plant Kingdom, a natural World Heritage Site and an island of biodiversity within the City of Cape Town. Cape Town’s beauty, appeal and tourist industry is based on the mountains, forests, coastline and ocean that comprise this unique urban Park. Overall the Park is the most visited of all of South Africa’s national parks with 4.3 million visits recorded in 2001, 3 million of which are free to the open access areas as local visits by citizens of Cape Town. 

The goal of the Park is that Cape Town’s National Park is to be recognised as the world’s leading urban national park by 2010. The TMNP is a young and developing Park. Key to its sustainable growth is the recognition that the metropolitan area of Cape Town and the Park are intertwined resulting in a Park within a City and a City within a Park. As such cooperative management between SANParks and the City of Cape Town is essential. 

Investing in natural capital and tourism infrastructure:

Currently, SANParks led investment focuses on the restoration of the Parks highly impacted ecosystems and the meeting the needs of local Park users. 
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Figure 1: Investment in natural capital of the Park as grown from R20m in 1999 to R57m in 2006, while investment in tourism infrastructure grew from R11m to R19m for the same period. 

There is great potential for investment into the tourism and local user markets. The Park’s focus on tourism investment is the development of eco-tourism infrastructure to increase the range of tourist and user activities within the Park. The aim is to increase the length of stay of tourists in Cape Town and thereby increase bed night income to the City as a whole as well as to meet the needs of local residents. 

Cumulative investment in tourism infrastructure stands at R73m since 1999. 

TMNP impact on the City and National economies

Key macro economic benefits of the investment into natural capital and tourism infrastructure are in terms of contributions to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and poverty alleviation for Cape Town residents. After taking into account all multiplier effects, the Park has made an estimated cumulative contribution of R552m to GDP since 1999. 

On average, overseas visitors to Cape Town generate R130m in revenue to city businesses and a further R28m to the city’s Gross Geographic Product per day. This also supports 403 direct jobs and 67 indirect jobs in the city. 
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Figure 2: Contribution of the TMNP to Gross Domestic Product and Total Jobs in South Africa 

The Parks poverty alleviation focus is through job creation initiatives, awarding contracts to SMME’s and undertaking learnerships.  In 2006, the Park sustained 878 direct jobs of which 612 were directed at poverty alleviation. When the number of indirect jobs created across the country is considered, the total number of jobs sustained by the Park in 2006 was 1,113. 

Currently 70 learners are engaged in the learnership program from the tourism, security and horticulture sectors The Park has provided for subsidised access for over 30 000 scholars, mostly from previously disadvantaged communities, in 2006. 

As part of the initiative to make the Park safer to all its users, the TMNP appointed 18 field rangers and 40 visitor safety officers. The results of this are already apparent. There has been a drop in number of reported incidences in the Park where up to 26 cases were reported per month in 2004 down to 5 a month in 2006.

Overall the growth in the natural capital of the Park and social capital of citizens of Cape Town has taken place amongst increasing efficiencies by the management of the Park. Salaries and wages of operating staff have decreased as a percentage of operational spending (45% in 1999 to 33% in 2006), while the overall area of the Park under administration has continued to increase (16 000 ha in 1999 to 23 000 in 2006).
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